
Pin k  Be lly Sid e n e ck  Tu r t le  Ove rvie w  

Common name Pink belly sideneck turtle or pink-bellied side-necked 
turtle 

Scientific name Emydura subglobosa 

Adult size 5–16 inches 

Average lifespan 30–50 years 

Diet Omnivores that naturally feed on mollusks, crustaceans, aquatic insects, 
algae, and sponges 

Housing A 20–60-gallon tank with fresh or brackish water and a gradient 
temperature of 66–95°F. The tank should contain dense aquatic 
vegetation and slopes or logs 

Experience level Intermediate–experienced 

Origin : The  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtle  (Emydura subglobosa) origina tes from  Austra lia  and  
Papua  New Guinea  in  trop ica l areas covered  with  la rge  bodies of freshwate rs such  as lakes, 
ponds, swam ps, and  rivers. 

Pink be lly sideneck tu rtles have  a  fla t she ll with  the  typ ica l gray, b rown, and  be ige  colors found  
on  m ost turtles. The  turtle ’s nam e re fers to the  b righ t p ink, red , or orange coloring on the  
tu rtle ’s be lly. 

Pink be lly sideneck tu rtles have  gray bodies with  two ye llow-cream  stripes runn ing from  the  tip  
of the ir nose  in to  the  m idd le  of the ir irises. The  tu rtles a lso  have  two prom inen t ye llow whiskers 
on  the  ch in . 

Juven ile  tu rtles have  a  b righ t-colored  ring a round  the ir ou te r she ll, which can  be  viewed  from  
above  and  fades as the  tu rtles m ature . Male  turtles have  longer and  th icker ta ils than  fem ales, 
while  fem ale  tu rtles’ overa ll size  is la rger than m ales’. 

Te m p e ra m e n t : Pink be lly sideneck tu rtles are  friend ly and  swee t-natured  tu rtles tha t 
spend  the  m ajority of the ir tim e  in  the  water, occasiona lly basking ou t of the  wate r. These  
tu rtles becom e stressed  when  handled  and should  on ly be handled  when  necessary. Th is 
species will b ite  if it fee ls th rea tened . 



These  tu rtles have  a  ca lm  and  peacefu l tem peram ent and  do well in  a  com m unity tank. Th is 
species is not territoria l, bu t it shou ldn’t be  kep t in  the  sam e tank as Am erican  snappers 
or musk turtles because  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtles a re  seen  as p rey by the  la rger tu rtles. 

Hou s in g Pin k  Be lly Sid e n e ck  Tu r t le s  

Keep  a  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtle  in  a  large , well-lit aquarium  to  m im ic its natu ra l hab ita t of 
trop ica l freshwate r a reas. The  turtle  is happiest and  hea lth iest when  it has p len ty of room  to 
swim  around , with  na tura l decora tion and  dense  vege ta tion . 

En closu re  s ize : Pink be lly sideneck tu rtles need  a  m in im um  tank size  of 20 ga llons when 
they a re  4 inches long. As the  turtle  grows, the  tank size  will need to  increase  by 10 ga llons for 
every extra  inch the  tu rtle  grows. The  tank will need  to  be increased  by a t least 10% for every 
add itiona l turtle  added  to  the  tank. Main ta in  extra  he igh t above the  wate r leve l in  a  tank se tup 
to  accom m odate  a  basking slope  or log for the  turtle . 

Ligh t in g: A p ink be lly sideneck tu rtle  tank tha t is se t up  ou tside , ou t of d irect sun ligh t, 
p rovides enough  ligh ting for the  turtle . However, an  indoor se tup  needs add itiona l ligh ting. Add  
a  75-watt UVB bulb  above  the  indoor tank with  a  cycle  of 12 hours on  and  12 hours off. Place 
the  bu lb above  the tank ra ther than inside it. 

Te m p e ra t u re  a n d  Hu m id it y: A p ink be lly sideneck tu rtle  shou ld  be  kep t in  a  tank with  
grad ien t hea ting, in  the  tem perature  range  of 66–80°F. 

Use  a  ha logen  lam p to  keep  the  basking a rea  tem perature  warm er, a t 92–95°F. Monitor the  
tem pera ture  grad ient with  a  bu ilt-in  aquarium  therm om eter and  a  basking therm om eter. 

The  turtle  doesn’t requ ire  a  specific hum id ity level as long as the  tem pera ture  is correct. 

Su b s t r a t e  a n d  De cora t ion : Line  the  tank with  rocks larger than  the  p ink be lly sideneck 
tu rtle ’s head  or with  rinsed  aqua tic or river sand  to  p reven t the  tu rtle  from  choking and  to  
p reven t bacteria  bu ildup. Don’t use  grave l because  the  tu rtle  m ay choke  on  it. 

Add decora tions like  logs, rocks, na tu ra l or a rtificia l p lan ts, and  tu rtle  ram ps, bu t don’t crea te  
sm all spaces in  which  the  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtle  can  ge t stuck. The  tu rtle  is h igh ly active  and  
will forage  around  the  decora tion and  substra te  to  find spaces to  h ide and  bask. 

Place  a  slope  in  the  tank to  crea te  a  sha llow-water basking area  as well as a  d ry basking area  on  
the  warm er side  of the  tank. 

Cle a n in g: Replace  25% to  50% of the  wate r in  the  tank once a  week to  keep  the  p ink be lly 
sideneck tu rtle  hea lthy. A h igh-qua lity wate r filter system  and  a  dech lorina tor large  enough  to 
cycle  two tim es the  am ount of wate r in  the  tank a re  recom m ended  to  keep  the  water clean . 

https://www.everythingreptiles.com/common-musk-turtle/


Any water tha t is sa fe  for hum ans to  drink is safe  for the  tu rtle  to  live  in . 

The  aquarium  will on ly need  clean ing once a  m onth  if the  correct filte r is used . Clean  the  tank 
by add ing ¼ cup  d istilled  white  vinegar to  1 ga llon of water and  scrub  the tank with  a  clean  
sponge . Rem em ber to  clean  ou t the  filte r and  any decora tions in  the  tank before  add ing fresh  
wate r back in to  the  tank. 

Place  the  tu rtle  in  a  separa te  con ta iner during clean ing, m aking sure  to handle  the  tu rtle  
ca re fu lly. 

Pin k  Be lly Sid e n e ck  Tu r t le  Ca re  

Pink be lly sideneck tu rtles need  an  in term edia te -to-experienced keeper to  p rovide  the  hab ita t 
and  d ie ta ry standards needed  to  keep  the  rep tile  hea lthy and  happy. 

Food  a n d  Wa t e r : In  the  wild , p ink be lly sideneck turtles ea t a  p redom inan tly-carn ivore  
d ie t m ade  up  of m ollusks, insects, and  crustaceans, and the  tu rtles occasiona lly feed  on  
sponges, a lgae , and periphyton . 

Feed  these  turtles foods tha t m im ic the ir na tura l d ie t, includ ing m eats such  as fish , turtle  
pe lle ts, b loodworm s, and  cricke ts. Also, feed  the  tu rtles vege tab les like  le ttuce , ca rrots, and  
tu rn ip  greens once  a  week. 

Avoid  feed ing a  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtle  sh rim p because  the  shrim p doesn’t provide  any 
nu tritiona l benefits and  is h igh ly add ictive . 

 Hatchlings: feed  them  only tu rtle  ha tch ling pe lle ts once  a  day 
 Juveniles: feed them  a  varie ty of cricke ts, pe lle ts, worm s, and  vege tab les every 

other day 
 Adults: feed  fu lly m ature  tu rtles a  m ix of fish  p ieces, worm s, and  cricke ts th ree  or 

four tim es a  week, and  a  he lp ing of vege tab les during one  of the  feed ing tim es 

Feed  the  turtle  by add ing the  food  to the  wate r in  the  tank to  a llow the  p ink be lly sideneck 
tu rtle  to  forage  and  hunt. Mim icking the  tu rtle ’s na tu ra l feed ing pa ttern  will he lp  it keep  its 
instincts and  fee l secure  in  the  con ta ined  environm ent. 

Ha n d lin g: Pink be lly sideneck turtles shou ld be  handled  as little  as possib le  because  these  
tu rtles are  happiest when  le ft a lone  to  swim . Only handle  the  turtles for short tim es when  
clean ing ou t the  tank and  rem em ber they m ay b ite  when  fee ling th reatened . 

Com m on  He a lt h  Issu e s : Pink be lly sideneck tu rtles a re  p rone  to  num erous hea lth  
issues if they are  not cared  for correctly. Signs of d isease  include  overly sm ooth she lls, m isty 
and  du ll eyes, le thargy, and  re luctance  to  ea t. 



 Metabolic bone disease (MBD) — caused  by a  lack of UVB ligh t and vitam in 
deficiencies and  causes deform ations on the  tu rtle ’s she ll and  a  weakened  
ske le ta l structure . MBD is trea tab le  with  an tib iotics and  ca lcium  supplem ents 

 Respiratory issues — caused  by vitam in  deficiencies and d irty wate r tha t con ta ins 
bacte ria . Signs of resp ira tory issues include  le thargy, wheezing, excess m ucus, 
and  re luctance  to ea t. Trea tm ent requ ires ve te rinary care  

 Vitamin A deficiency — caused  by m alnourishm ent or a  lack of UVB lighting. Signs 
of vitam in  A deficiency include  bu lging eyes, le thargy, boils, and loss of appe tite . 
Avoid  vitam in  A deficiency by feed ing the  tu rtle  a  well-ba lanced d ie t and  provid ing 
enough  UVB ligh t in  12-hour cycles 

 Shell rot — caused  by funga l or bacte ria l infections and  crea tes cracks in  the  
tu rtle ’s she ll. Ve te rinary ca re  is needed  to trea t cases of she ll rot 

 Parasites — (such as roundworm s) com m only found  in  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtles. 
Sym ptom s include  d ia rrhea . Seek ve te rinary ca re  to  check for in te rna l parasites 

Bru m a t ion : Mature  p ink be lly sideneck tu rtles don’t h iberna te , bu t they m ay go in to  
b rum ation — a  period  of dorm ancy during the  colder m onths — when  the  tem pera tu re  d rops 
be low 50°F. Brum ation is eviden t when  the tu rtle  sta rts slowing down and becom ing inactive  
and  is be lieved  to  be  necessary for the  hea lth  and regu la tion of horm ones in  tu rtles. 

However, b rum ation  is dangerous in  cap tive tu rtles and should  be  overseen  by an  experienced  
rep tile  keeper or ve te rinarian . 
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